
The "Enduring Underclass" Demand Letter 

Subject: I am part of the $600 Billion Shadow — A Constituent’s Call to Action 

 

To [Legislator Name], 

My name is [Your Name], and I am a constituent in your district. I am writing to you today not 
only as a voter but as a member of the Enduring Underclass—the 53 million family caregivers 
who provide the daily, essential labor required to sustain medically fragile loved ones at home. 

Modern medicine often allows our loved ones to remain with us, but the practical reality of their 
survival is managed entirely within our living rooms. This labor is a cornerstone of our state’s 
economy. Nationally, family caregivers provide $600 billion in unpaid labor annually—a figure 
that exceeds the cost of the entire professional long-term care industry. 

While I am proud to provide this care, the current system relies on the exhaustion of individual 
families. I am asking for your leadership in transforming this "invisible" labor into a recognized 
part of our national infrastructure. 

I am formally requesting your support for policies that address: 

1.​ Economic Recognition: Establishing Direct Compensation or Social Security Credits 
for long-term family caregivers to prevent caregiver poverty. 

2.​ A Professionalized Care Corps: Supporting federal standards and fair wages for 
home-health workers so that families can find reliable, vetted help. 

3.​ Restorative Respite: Ensuring that qualified, temporary relief is a guaranteed right, 
allowing caregivers to maintain their own health and employment. 

We are the granite that the current healthcare system stands on, and we are looking for 
representatives who recognize the value of that foundation. I would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss how these issues specifically impact families in our district. 

Respectfully, 

[Your Name] [Your Address/Zip Code] 
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